Pulmonary histiocytosis X cells phagocytize Staphylococcus aureus in vitro.
The broncho-alveolar lavage from an 18-year-old girl with proven histiocytosis X of the lung has been cocultivated with Staphylococcus aureus. Electron microscopy revealed that the bacteria adhere to the membrane of HX cells and become ingested afterwards.